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WAS THE WORLD MADE IN SIX DAYS? 

A class of girls about twelve years old in a city Sunday school 
recently requested that their pastor should take charge of the class 
for a single Sunday, that they might put to him certain questions to 
which they had been unable to obtain satisfactory answers. Among 
these questions was this : Was the world made in six days ? The 
occasion of their question was three-fold. In the Bible, which in 
the Sunday school and church they were taught to look upon as a 
sacred book of truth, they read what seemed to be a clear affirmation 
that the world was made in six days. In the public schools they 
were taught that all things that they saw about them came into their 
present condition — in short, that the world came to be — through a 
process that occupied, not centuries only, but millenniums of time. 
Their parents at home either emphasized this contrariety of teaching 
to the disparagement of the church and the Sunday school, or shared 
in the children's perplexity. The children, having confidence in the 
pastor, appealed to him for a solution of the problem. 

We smile gently at the dilemma of these children. We ourselves 
learned so long ago that the "days" of Genesis in reality stood for 
long periods of time, or that the creation story, reflecting ancient 
cosmological conceptions, has its whole significance, not in the account 
of the process by which the world came to be, or the length of time 
occupied in the process, but in the religious and ethical teachings of 
which these ancient stories were by Israel's prophet made the medium, 
that the perplexity of these children seems to us like a faint echo 
from a distant past. The incident may serve to remind us that the 
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old problems still survive for some of the children of our own genera- 
tion, and that teachers and pupils both need the tactful and sym- 
pathetic help of intelligent pastors. 

But the incident is even more significant for what it suggests by 
way of analogy. A generation or so ago even these questions that 
now perplex some of our children were matters of serious concern 
to educated ministers and theological teachers. When geology first 
came forward with its testimony from the rocks bearing witness to 
a world-producing process occupying almost measureless aeons, it 
seemed to not a few devout and intelligent Christians to be making 
a deadly onslaught upon the essentials of religion, denying the author- 
ity of Scripture and attacking the theistic conception of the world. 
The blow was parried for a time by means of the view that the Genesis 
author really used the term "day" to denote long periods of time, 
and parallels were traced between the periods proved by geologic 
evidence and the aeon-days of Genesis. But then a little later came 
the evidence that, whatever the success or failure of this effort at 
paralleling the two records — that of the book, and that of the rocks — 
the Genesis writer at any rate used the word "day" in its ordinary 
sense, denoting a period from sunrise to sunrise, or sunset to sunset ; 
and a new adjustment had to be made through the recognition that 
the ancient prophet was not the author of the Genesis story, but was 
making use of it for the inculcation of great religious ideas, and that 
in the latter alone is to be found his message. Through this pro- 
cess of adjustment many of our readers have lived; most of them 
probably are inheritors of its result, and find their faith in God in 
no way impaired by reason of it, their religious life not the poorer 
but the richer because of it. 

But what about the problems that trouble us today, and those 
that we see off upon the horizon and threatening to descend upon 
us ? Have we now at length solved all the problems the solution of 
which is to leave Christianity not weaker but stronger, and are all 
that remain deadly foes of religion, which we must slay or be our- 
selves robbed of our religion ? We are not concerned to give a cata- 
logue of the new questions. To no two persons would the list be 
the same. Every thoughtful man has his own perplexities. How 
are we to face them ? 
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In the first place, we shall certainly face the facts. Christianity 
has never prospered by denying facts. Nothing is more fundamental 
to the religion of Jesus and of Paul than the principle enunciated by 
the latter — "Whatsoever is true." There is abundant room for 
pedagogic wisdom in determining the rapidity with which newly 
known facts shall be forced upon the attention of immature or timid 
minds, as there is abundant reason to remember that facts of history 
and science are not religion, and that one's moral status is not gauged 
by the number of such facts that he is familiar with. But there is 
a moral question involved in the attitude which we take toward facts 
when we are brought face to face with them, and Christianity can 
never afford persistently to shut its eyes to truth, or obstinately to 
deny what is before its eyes. 

But, in the second place, we shall certainly remember that there 
are other facts besides those that concern the dates of ancient books, 
the historicity of ancient records and stories, the finality of the 
ethical conceptions held and promulgated by the prophets and 
apostles through whom men of other days received the divine mes- 
sage that met their need. There are centuries of Christian history 
behind us, with their rich records of men and women who through 
faith in God have subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, gained 
victories for themselves and their generation and posterity. There 
are men and women today, multitudes of them, who, turning from 
the merely material things of life to serve a living and true God, 
have in faith entered into fellowship with him, and have found in 
such fellowship the power that makes for righteousness and peace. 
Christianity has its historic foundations; but it is not a matter of 
past history only, it is a present-day experience and power. 

But, in the third place, we may take courage from the results of 
the experience of recent years in dealing with questions such as 
those to which we have been referring. All religions tend to gather 
about that which is really vital to them accretions of unessential, if 
not also positively harmful, matter. The devout scribe, in his zeal for 
the law, built a hedge about it; the hedge intended to protect threat- 
ened utterly to choke and obscure. The Christian church, called 
upon to defend itself against attacks from without or from threatened 
heresy within, canonized its average belief, and anathematized for 
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its own and succeeding generations him who should dare to think 
differently. The wall of defense defends for a time, but in the end 
becomes a prison, shutting out truth and error alike, and stifling 
those that it shuts in. We have fallen upon an age of rooting up 
hedges and pulling down walls. Doubtless it is sometimes done in 
an iconoclastic spirit. But against any such tendency there always 
springs up and always will arise the genuine conservative spirit, as eager 
to preserve what is true and useful as to cut away what is false and 
harmful. The outcome is sure to be a clearer disclosure of the things 
that are central, essential, vital, and a freer atmosphere for the develop- 
ment of religious life. Already we can see that this is the case. 
Each erroneous notion surrendered brings out in clearer light the 
spiritual truth that was hidden by the error. To set a book or part 
of a book in the right place instead of in the wrong one makes a 
little clearer the history of divine revelation. To transfer the 
emphasis from the physically miraculous to the spiritually powerful 
is not to lose, but, through the clearer recognition of the essentially 
spiritual character of religion, to gain. To find in the literature of 
an ethnic religion sentiments as noble, aspirations as lofty, as those 
of Old Testament psalmist or New Testament prophet, to discover 
among modern non- Christian peoples men as eager for truth and as 
earnestly seeking after righteousness as among our own sons and 
daughters, is but to enlarge and ennoble our idea of God and of 
his universal love for men. 

We dread the unknown. We shrink from what the next step 
may bring. It is but the testimony to the imperfection of our faith. 
Not every new theory is true. Errors are abroad and will have to 
be combated. They will do harm while they live. But the eager 
search after truth, the conflict of opinion, indirectly even the pro- 
posal of strange and false hypotheses, as it has already done in the 
past, so will in the future sift the wheat from the chaff, and give us ever 
purer grain of truth. We live not in the age of hedge-building, but 
in that of faith in truth that needs no hedge. We do well to rejoice 
in the fact, and to face the future, not with fear and trembling, but 
with courage and hope. The foundation of God standeth sure. 



